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Brew & Blues Festival a rollicking success
Wham, bam, Pfau and Oates - from Cat Burglars to Mudcats, WOW!!

Paul Pfau gets ready to take a bite out of his searing,
Hendrix-influenced blues-rock sound.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Brew & Blues - now that's what I
call a FESTIVAL!!

Hot on the heels of the emotional
and historically rewarding Gradu-
ation of the Warren County High
School Class of 1959 (see story in this
issue), I wandered into downtown
Front Royal for the obligatory festi-
val photo assignment ready for a nap
after the usual bi-monthly, three-day
WC Report deadline run — that was
until I heard the first notes of young
guitar phenom Paul Pfau leading his
Smooth Cat Burglars into a rousing

set of Hendrix-style blues rock.

Okay, okay, I'm awake now.

Who are these guys? I asked a Blues
Brothers theme clad observer, stage
left.

That’s a mouthful, I replied to the
answer, “Paul Pfau and the Smooth
Cat Burglars”.

“Don't worry, I'll get you a card
when they're done” my source an-
swered.

How’s the next band going to fol-
low this, I silently wondered.

Little did I know my source was the
lead singer for that next band, Terry
Oates and the Mudcats. And how
they followed it was with a rousing

Terry Oates and singer Eddie Gumm shared the front
man duties for the Mudcat show.

Chicago Blues opening featuring su-
per smooth “Mudcat-ettes” backup
singers (I made that name up but it

worked for “The Commitments’ gor-
geous backup trio of singers), a horn
section, wailing blues harp — oh yea,
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and Terry Oates own aggressive gui-
tar playing and that singer’s super-
emotive vocals.

These two bands were equally hotin
their own distinct styles and a perfect
counterbalance to the other. The only
thing that could have made it better
would have been if one had covered
one of those John Lee Hooker songs I
was listening to in my car on the way
down to get “In the Mood” — actually
one of the Hooker titles, along with
“Send Me Your Pillow” and “Drug
Store Woman” — “That ain't what I
want fellows; I ain't gonna have me
no drug store woman with all that
lipstick and powder —- NOO-YAH!!!"

I was so cranked up when I got
home I never did get that Saturday
afternoon nap I was aiming for ... of
course neither did I get out to hear
any live music I'd planned on check-
ing out that night — it was college
football and baseball playoffs vegging
out on the couch after that one-two
punch of blues on top of history right
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room. Screened in side porch to enjoy those perfect Rap-
pahannock suppers. Wildlife abounds.All species of birds.
Grass covered driveway. All wheel drive recommended.
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Nature Lovers Retreat
Great bargain for Rappa-
hannock County priced
[l under assessment. The
| perfect getaway cabin in
the woods.Surrounded by
natural beauty.Wood burn-
ing stove warms the entire
cabin. Complete kitchen 2
Bedrooms 1 Bath family
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Kids and snakes and their adult “caretakers” all seemed to enjoy the bands - but

do kids and snakes get “the blues™??

here in River City.

The following Monday we got a
press release from the Front Royal-
Warren County Chamber of Com-
merce stating that “The Brew & Blues
Festival was a success thanks to the
hundreds of people who attended as
well as our generous sponsors and
volunteers. Throughout the day, you
could dance to fantastic blues music,
hear the clinking of tasting glasses
and smell the wonderful food. A
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Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop

101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm
Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift ltems

& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society
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good time was had by all” the cham-
ber PR said.

The chamber also acknowledged
the festival’s sponsors: B. ]J. Sager,
Inc., Blake & Co. Hair Spa, and
Weichert Realtors — Clint Pierpoint,
The River 95.3FM and 99.3 The Fox &
Blue Ridge Arts Council. Beer spon-
sors: Bret Hrbek — Edward Jones In-
vestments, Aire Serv, Charlie’s Auto
Repair, Culligan of Front Royal, Sha-
ron Boyles — CBM Mortgage, Main
Street Book Company/Around Your

Kitchen, Noble & Noble Financial
Associates, Patrick Nolan, Jean's Jew-
elers, Woodward House on Manor
Grade, chickslovebeer.com, Shen
Valley Web Hosting and The Apple
House.

Let me add my own gratitude as
well to both the chamber and those
sponsors for a great addition to the
local festival scene, indeed ... Hey
Nikki and Pam, can we have anoth-
er one next week before it gets too
cold?

Beth Medved
Waller,

540-671-6145
bethwaller@mris.com
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A Gift to Your Loved One

SECURITY, COMFORT & CARE

The Boyles Family has given this to their mother.

Elna Boyles, long-time resident
of Front Royal, has in tum given
her children peace of mind for her
well-being in her coming years!

The Family Agrees...
The first time we walked into Hidden Springs was such a positive experience for all of us! We were greeted with
a warm hello and smile by the owners Vicki and Daryl Davidson and their professional staff who genuinely
enjoy what they do. When we left, they made us feel as if we had spent the afternoon with “family” Hidden
Springs is a beautiful, small community setting with all the comforts and warmth of home which afford an en-
joyable lifestyle with peace of mind for our family. The staff has been most respectful, caring and friendly which
' | are qualities you would expect from professinals. Hidden Springs is nestled atop a gorgeous mountain setting

with'sp offers so much more than the beauty of the Shenandoah

lar views, but this

L
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ENIOR LIVING

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

Valley. They offer a safe, carefree, fun lifestyle with the oppurtunity to make new friends that quickly become
family. This community is designed with the needs of the residents in mind and the professional staffis com-
mited daily to maintain an enhanced quiality of life for the residents while remaining independent. Hidden
Springs is our “second family” and we are so blessed to be a part of this community!

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of Front Royal off

scenic 340

973 Buck Mt. Rd., Benfonville, Va.

“] got a feeling the blues is going to be my only way”
- beat-up suitcase and guitars (with a lyrical nod to
legendary 1960’s British Blues singer-songwriter-gui-
tarist Peter Green).

‘Chick’ back-up singers and saxes - now that’s a com-
pliment to the Chicago sound for me.
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Register today for Parents Nite Out, and Swim Lessons!
« HEATED INDOOR POOL - ZUMBA
* FREE WEIGHTS » CARDIO EQUIPMENT
« NEW! KICKBOXING « FREE CHILD CARE!
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